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Exceptional

2007 C. Donatiello Pinot Noit,
Russian River Valley, Hervey Vineyard
($145/magnum only): A more
refined statement with superb berry
and faint herbal notes, and huge
potential. Bottled only in magnums.
Only 13.6% alcohol.

2007 C. Donatiello Pinot Noit,
Russian River Valley, Maddie’s
Vineyard ($61): Classic rose petal/
spice and strawberry jam notes. A
deep and rewarding wine when it
gets plenty of air. At last a year
away from showing its potential.

2007 C. Donatiello Pinot Noit,
Russian River Valley, Floodgate
Vineyard ($58): Black cherry, roses,
and the faintest hint of pepper. The
acid and pH are perfect for this
wine to age.

2007 C. Donatiello Sauvignon
Blanc, Russian River Valley, O’Neil
Vineyard ($24): Notes of pear and
juniper dance around a core of fruit
that’s not unlike a very mild New
Zealand wine and racy Sancerre. A

wine that needs at least a year in the
bottle!

2006 C. Donatiello Russian
River-designated Pinot ($48) is
even more exotic and a great
surprise when it opens up with air.

Yet Another Winner

The quietest of all of California’s
winery owners may well be William
Hambrecht, a San Francisco-based
investment banker who is better
known for bringing fledgling hightech
companies public.

Hambrecht, 72, has been a key
player and founder in about a dozen
wine ventures. However, various
web searches for details of his
involvement in wine turn up little.

One of his more recent ventures
is the C. Donatiello Winery at his
old Belvedere winery on Westside
Road south of Healdsburg. But on
the website of that winery, only
Chris Donatiello, his partner, is
mentioned. Hambrecht is not.

One thing is clear, however:
Quality is now the absolute key to all
Hambrecht’s wine ventures.

And the Donatiello project
exudes this with its attention to toprate
Russian River Valley Pinot Noir.

In addition to using estate-grown
fruit located right at the winery, the
project uses fruit from nearby
properties with which Donatiello
and his wine maker, Web Marquez,
have intense involvement.

In our lead article, we make a
strong case of the greatness of white
wines. It implies that most reds
these days do not deliver sufficient
excitement.

Although that sentiment is

accurate, the one key exception is
Pinot Noir, especially when it is
grown in cooler climates and
handled with care.

I’'m truly impressed with the
C. Donatiello project. The 2007
wines are simply a year or two
away from showing what is
indicated in our ratings.
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